
trol, thanks to im-
proved living condi-
tions and antibiot-
ics. The building 
became the home 
of cardiothoracic 
medicine. In May 
1961 surgeons 
Rowan Nicks, GF 
Stenning and EC 
Hulme inserted 
Australia’s first suc-
cessful pacemaker.  

In 2003 all surgical 
services moved 
across Missenden 
Road and Page’s 
theatres and wards 
were no longer 
needed for pa-
tients.  

Visitors will notice 
that the demolition 
of the Page Chest 
Pavilion is nearly 
complete. Eighty 
per cent is gone 
and the rest will go 
in early 2011. First, 
the tunnel that 
runs under Page 
needs to be redi-
rected. Once this is 
done the demoli-
tion and excavation 
will continue. Con-
struction of the 
Lifehouse building 
will begin in mid-
2011 and will take 
about 2-3 years to 
complete. 

The Page Chest Pa-
vilion opened in 
1957 with 175 beds 
and was built for 
tuberculosis pa-
tients. Years ear-
lier, in 1910, RPA 
admitted 249 tu-
bercular cases and 
treated another 

148 as outpatients. 
Medical Superin-
tendent Herbert 
Schlink saw that 
this was undesir-
able. As a result 
RPA opened an anti
-tuberculosis dis-
pensary (the first in 
Australia). This was 
run by Dr AE Mills. 
Inpatients weren’t 
segregated until 
1937 when a spe-
cial ward was built 
on the verandah(!) 
of the Princes 
Block, run by Dr 
Cotter Harvey. 

By the time Page 
opened, tuberculo-
sis was under con-
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Page Chest Pavilion, ca 1960. Notice the steeple of St Stephen’s 
Church in the background. 
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MOA Reunion Week 

Go for a walk! 
This year the RPA 
Museum put to-
gether a 24-page 
brochure featur-
ing a walking tour 
of the Hospital 
campus. The pro-
ject was designed 
with long-term 
visitors in mind—
people who are 
here for hours or 

weeks with little 
to do. The tour is 
self-guided but 
we are happy to 
provide a guide, if 
available. Copies 
are available at 
the Enquiries 
Desk. Level 5.  

ered six talks, 
commented on 
another and ran a  
Masterclass. His 
talks were on 
bladder, testicular 
and prostate can-
cer.  

The Museum, for 
the fourth year 
running, organ-
ised History 
Night. Cate Sto-
rey used the late 
Bruce Storey’s re-
search notes and 
gave a great talk 
on the develop-
ment of cancer 
services at RPA 

from the ill-fated 
Sydney University 
Cancer Research 
Committee to 
Lifehouse at RPA. 
Dr Chris Milross 
spoke on the his-
tory of radiother-
apy at RPA—a 
treatment that 
was for years put 
on the backburner 
by State Govern-
ments. We were 
also treated to a 
1959 ABC docu-
mentary about Dr 
Bruce Clifton’s 
work on Artificial 
Respiration. 

The 76th Medical 
Officers’ Associa-
tion Reunion 
Week programme 
was again a huge 
success. This 
year’s theme was 
‘cancer’ and the 
McIlrath Guest 
Professor was for-
mer RPA RMO 
Derek Raghavan 
now Director of 
the Taussig Can-
cer Institute in 
Cleveland Ohio. 
Professor Ragha-
van was kept 
busy during the 
week. He deliv-
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Alison and her twin 

sister were born in 

Sydney to Frederick 

and Constance (MBE) 

and grew up in Darwin 

with their siblings until 

halfway through High 

School when they 

moved to NSW and 

completed studies at 

Bowral High School. 

Alison was a keen 

sports person and 

played for the NSW 

Junior and Senior 

Cricket Teams. She 

also played hockey in 

the Sydney Club com-

petition and golf re-

mained a passion all 

her life. 

On completion of Gen-

eral Nurse Training, 

Alison undertook a 

course in Midwifery 

and then an Infant 

Welfare Certificate. 

She joined the staff of 

the Labour Ward at 

KGV Hospital in 1969. 

In 1988 Alison ac-

cepted an offer to be-

come involved with the 

inaugural work of the 

new Aboriginal Perina-

tal Health Committee 

of the Royal College of 

Obstetricians and Gy-

naecologists. This in-

volved the develop-

ment of a Skills Trans-

fer Program in Ante-

natal Care for Indige-

nous Health workers. 

Alison personally su-

pervised and taught 

each of the students 

for many years. She 

had the honour of 

Honorary Fellowship 

in the RANZCOG con-

ferred in 1998, the 

first nurse to be so 

honoured by any 

medical college in 

Australia. Many other 

honours were heaped 

upon her, including 

Honorary Fellowship 

of the NSW College of 

Nursing and Honorary 

Fellow of the Royal 

College of Nursing. In 

January 1999 Alison 

was appointed an Offi-

cer in the General Di-

vision of the Order of 

Australia. 

All these 

awards 

and hon-

ours tell 

us about 

Alison 

Bush AO 

‘the quiet 

achiever’ 

whom we 

all ad-

mired so 

much. They do not tell 

us about the Alison of 

the twinkling eyes, 

good friend to so 

many, about her sense 

of humour and her en-

joyment in playing 

practical jokes and her 

pleasure in passing on 

email jokes. 

Alison will be long re-

membered as a dear 

friend, a skilled nurs-

ing colleague and a 

compassionate mid-

wife by the hundreds 

of mothers whose ba-

bies she delivered. We 

offer our loving sym-

pathy to Alison’s fam-

ily in their deep loss. 

-Helen Croll 



donated a drawing 
done by Sister Gwen-
doline Ryrie in 1948. 
Sister Ryrie drew the 
staff of A3 and then 
raffled off the draw-

Recently the Museum 
was pleased to have 
two former trainees 
visit and share their 
memories with us. 
Mrs Nancye Lockyer 
and Mrs Joan James 
began their training 
at PA in May 1947 
along with 20+ other 
girls. This group has 
remained friends ever 
since. They presented 
the Museum with a 
collage of photo-
graphs showing their 
journey. They also 

ing. It was won by 
Mrs James and is now 
in the Museum collec-
tion. A3 (later re-
named A5) was the 
orthopaedic ward and 
is current home of 
the Emergency De-
partment. 

We offer a sincere 
thanks to Mrs Lockyer 
and Mrs James. It is 
because of people 
like them that the 
Museum has the 
wonderful collection 
that we do.   

A Story of friendship, 63 years on 

Sister Ryrie’s 1948 drawing 

Phone: 9515 9201 

Email: Kathryn.hillier@email.cs.nsw.gov.au 

The Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Museum and Archive is freely open to 

all staff and public on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

from 10 am to 2 pm. Please let patients and visitors know.  

 

We are located on Level 8 of the King George V Building  

in the former  

gynaecological theatres.  
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